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Fafnir — Nordic Journal of Science Fiction and Fantasy Research’s first issue
of 2026 soars across the summer skies, appearing with a blazing collection of
new speculative fiction research, essays, and book reviews.

Many of the contributions to this issue deal with how authors and
readers of fantasy and science fiction model worlds, real and fictional, and the
minds that inhabit those worlds. We would like to extend warm thanks to Peter
Stockwell, Professor of Literary Linguistics at the University of Nottingham,
UK, for his prefatory “On Mind-modelling and Authenticity.” In this engaging
text, Stockwell examines the cognitive process of “mind-modelling”, focusing
specifically on the modelling of minds in and around science fiction. His
discussion opens with a personal account of mind-modelling. Expanding from
here, Stockwell then weaves together a range of topical issues in SF, ranging
from the rise and impact of LLMs through to our ethical relationships with
authors, narrators and characters. In doing so, Stockwell draws a series of
fascinating connections between processes of mind-modelling, our readerly
sense of authenticity and inauthenticity, and our individual and shared
experiences of reading speculative fictions.

From there we proceed to the sole peer-reviewed article that managed to
navigate Fafnir’s rigorous (not draconian!) review process this time around. In
“Constructing Posthuman Worlds with The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt: Interpretive
Player Positioning in Digital Fantasy Role-playing Games” Nanna Numento
investigates how players engage with choice-based fantasy RPGs and their
themes by actively and critically participating in speculative worldbuilding. She
proposes a new methodological approach to video games, examining the
application of “interpretive player positioning” through a posthuman reading
of The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt.

The issue’s essays section contains further two thought-provoking texts.
In their Lectio Praecursoria, titled “Stay Strange: A Computational Stylistic
Analysis of Altered Consciousness in American Science Fiction 1960-1979,”
Elizabeth Oakes illuminates how literary representations of altered styles of
consciousness intertwine with shifting cultural attitudes regarding drug users
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and the mentally ill. These interrelations and their historical changes, they
demonstrate, can be brought to view by computer-assisted stylistic analysis of
a corpus of 56 American science fiction novels from the 1960s and 1970s. Lena
Leimgruber Haraldsson and Marie Ostling, in turn, provide an engaging
dialogue on “Speculating from the North: Locating Ourselves in Speculative
Fiction and Research,” discussing the insights into modes of speculative
thinking and writing they have gained so far in their respective PhD journeys.
Their conversation focuses, in particular, on speculative approaches to the
arctic, and what it means for the Northern Sweden to be both a real, lived place
and a product of popular, frequently colonial imagination.

In the book reviews section, Olawale Oladokun reviews Joy Sanchez-
Taylor's new monograph Dispelling Fantasies: Authors of Color Reimagine a
Genre (2025). The book demonstrates how fantasy authors of color unsettle
historically encoded colonial hierarchies in their work, and transform the genre
into an empowering space for hitherto marginalized voices.

Overall, this lean but robust summer issue continues, from a rich variety
of perspectives, the long-standing inquiry Fafnir has hosted into the potential
of speculative fiction to play productive roles in society. We hope it inspires you,
and wish you happy reading!
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